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Buy your favourite weekly newspaper by
subscribing to the Portadown Times aand
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our subscription service please
phone: 0844 991 6464.
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Teaching maths as a fun game
aims to lead to a new batch
of whiz kids at a Portadown
primary school - and already
they are seeing results.
Some pupils suffer from a
mental block when it comes
to maths but St John the Bap-
tist PS is aiming to transform
that mind set with a unique
new tool.

Teacher Martin Hagan
says introducing the inno-
vative learning tool Izak9 is
changing how children view
maths and helping to over-
come a fear of learning the
subject. “The secret is that
the kids see it as a game and
therefore fun rather than a

maths activity,” Mr Hagan
said, who also shares work
with Edenderry PS.

Izak9 is made up of 27
cubes displaying differ-
ent combinations of colour,
number and shape. Studies

have found it increases pu-
pil performance through a
practicallearningapproach.

Now a regular feature in
maths classes for Key Stage
1and2pupils,it’sbeingcred-
ited with “enhancing the

maths outlook”.
“I believe Izak9 breaks

down the barrier of fear and
allows children to achieve
success which would oth-
erwise be impossible if they
were constantly exposed to
routine pencil and paper ex-
ercises,” said Mr Hagan.

He says the resource en-
courages children with an ‘I
can’t do maths’ mind set to
adopt a more open-minded
approach to the subject.

Creator Franz Schlind-
we i n , a fo r m e r m ath s
teacher from NI, said he was
delighted to see its positive
impact at the school.

“St John the Baptist Pri-
mary’s willingness to in-
novate in the classroom is
testament to the school’s
ethos and desire to empow-
er and enrich the lives of its
pupils.”

By Carmel Robinson
carmel.robinson@jpress.co.uk
@carmelrobinson3

Maths is now fun at
St John the Baptist

Martin Hagan, of St John the Baptist PS, with pupils using Izak9.

- USEFUL NUMBERS -
Police - 101
Craigavon Hospital -
028 3833 4444
ABC Council -
028 38131 2400
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Loyal Orders boost charities
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This newspaper is built
on a tradition of accuracy
and fairness, giving you
the information you need
to understand our world,
holding power to account and
exposing injustice.
Our trusted brand means
we are the place where you
can read and participate in
honest debates.

We are committed to giving a
voice to those who struggle
to be heard as well as those
whose profession is crafting
an argument.
Our Readers’ Charter
spells out our commitment
to you.
You can read the Charter
online at portadowntimes.
co.uk

READERS’ CHARTER

This newspaper and its website is a member of
the Independent Press Standards Organisa-
tion, the regulatory body for the press, and
abide by its code of conduct. If you have a
complaint about editorial content which relates to inaccuracy or intrusion, then
contact the Editor.
If you remain dissatisfied with the response provided, then you can contact
IPSO at Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG
(Tel: 0300 123 2220) or e-mail: inquiries@ipso.co.uk

- WEATHER OUTLOOK -

We’re in for a dry but cold spell
over the next few days - nice to
be out in but take a coat!

Max/Min Celsius

SATFRI

THURSDAY

SUN MON

5/16/1

8/2

5/0 4/-1

- CHEMIST ROTA -
Sunday, February 25: 11:00am –
12:00pm: Orchard Pharmacy, 23
Mandeville Street, Tel: 3833 2824.

Monday, February 26 - Wednes-
day, February 28: 5.30pm –
7.00pm: Gordons Chemists
4 – 5 High Street Mall, Tel: 3836
1849

- NEWSROOM -
Editor - Clint Aiken
clint.aiken@jpress.co.uk

Senior Reporter
Carmel Robinson
carmel.robinson@jpress.co.uk

Sports Editor
Richard Mulliagn
sport@portadowntimes.co.uk

Regional Advertising Manager
Email: Victor Kelly
victor.kelly@jpress.co.uk

BMDs, Employment,
Public Notices etc:
Email: Roberta Hamill
roberta.hamill@jpress.co.uk

- HOW TO PLACE AN ADVERT -
Display, Features and Property:
Amanda Blair
amanda.blairl@jpress.co.uk

Display, Features:
Melissa Wells
melissa.wells@jpress.co.uk
Mark Matchett
mark.matchett@jpress.co.uk


